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TRUST FUNDS SECURE

B grosing Wl longlorm problems rexxin
The Zocial Security mast funds are solpent for
roore than three decades into the futire, accond-
ing to the 1998 Annusl Bosed of Trustees Beport.

The Bosrd of Trustess & required bylaw to

report anmmially o Coneress on the crrent and
estmoated fumire financial condinon of the O1d

has noted that, conpary b0 what rosny people
belieye, Zocial Zecurity will not be "bmke" in
2029, The Zocial Zecunty s ternwall contnue to

receipe payroll mxe—enongh o coger 77 pemant
of the full benefit costs at that tme.

"While there are bng rmnoe

finamcine probleres for Social Hl
Secumby” Commnkdons - iy
Chater za1d, "ther & o

that hee thefull support of the Arrencan people.

The 1995 s tess report on the stanis of the
Medicare rust fonds wes less fmorable. The
estrcated depleton of the Hospaml Insuaancs
Trust Fund wall occur in the year 2001, beed on
the most probable econornie and detnographic
aswnphons. This 15 one wear earlier than had
been fomcast by the rustess Last vear,

The :o etnbers of the Jocial Security and

breand Turvyor: Inurance (QAE]) and
Dhzabdity Insummnee (DI Trast Funds. The
report uses anmmlly updated econorne and
dernceraphae aswap tons, reflecine the

ako arople tme to di-

nahbon's most recent expenence snd best
amdlable reseamh. The report reflas s
Littde change from those of the past
three years.

The 1995 report shows that iIncorne o
the combmed 0080 must funds arocmt
ed to $399 5 billion in calendsr yerr 1095,
and expenditire: were $399.8 billion.
OAEDT et find assets thus incressed
by 3507 billicn, and at the end of last
Decernber :ood it 3496.1 billon

The report also states that the !
cornbmed QAZD] rust fimds am
expes ted o growumnal 2019 sand then !
to dechine untl they will be exthane ted
in 2029, Both of these dates are one
vear sooner than estirrated in the 1995
report, dus prooarly bo & echnical
COTTecHoIL

Zharley s, Chater,
Cornrosaoner of Soctal Securty

crgs 2l wesand f}r Madicare En:a:dn:-mestE!E are; the Secretary of
o Find 2 resolution h i the Trexuary, Rn:-]:.ert Bubm; the Secmtary of
: ; ' Labor, Fobert Beich; the Zecretary of Health and
Ii * Huran Zeryces, Donna Shalalz;
: 1

i ff Cornroissioner Chater; and nyo meTnbers

v appomted by the President and confirreed
Ty by the Senate o represent the publc—

Ztephen Eellison and Marhn Moon.

that althouh Zocial Security doss not face

an irnrrednte finsnenl cnigs, the earliera
bipartsmn soludon can be achieved, the
less dranate the fuhre chanoe: in the
proerarnyall be,

Educabnz the Araercan public
1z acritcal part of the sk shead, she
notes, Inher magels around the coun

try, talline both to senior cibizens and
youne pecple she dbousses Socal
Zecurity and the need for long.- term
changes, Alzo, sheyeits with pant and
broadeast poumrnabists in cibes aomes
= Arnerica to brief thern on the
_omrent stke of Social Secunty.

i

COMMISSIONER'S MESSAGH

Ahislen 8§, Choter

Lomursdoner of Sor ol Seauwidp

Welcore o Seael Saurifa Todap
Thiz new publication adrs to inform
wi of news and trends in Social
Securityin an upbeat stde thatputs
a human face on Social Securnty and
CUr BIACes.

"o orgamizaion and thoumnds
of others formerly subscnbad b Sooed
Jecunds Gourier That publication has
been discontinued, and, with thas
1szue, Seaad Seuridn Todap mles 1tz
place. Althouxh the formatof the

publication has changed , we will
continue ko proade wn with updates
om Aocial Secunty subjects of interest
by on.

In this izsue we mimrmarise news
of the 1996 rustees report, which
forecasts Social Jecurity financing
for the 21zt centiry. We also report
on imnportant chanees in the rules
for paving benefits to stepchildren.
There's informoation to help wa
protect wour mmcome B refund. We
tell w3 abont Social Security's role
n runming 3 general store” of
sonErnrnent seraces in Atlanta, We
allony v o meet & Social Security

beneficiary and profile an exmample of
world class serdce.

We hope that our plans for
Sociad Fecuwritn Today meet your
needs. ou're the best judge of
that, zo please let usz know wur
reachons to this Bsue, ou can write
o Bditor, Jegal Seurifp Today
at Boorn 4-]-10 West Hich Fize
Balumore MDD 21235 Or wu
can for vour cormrnen ts o
usab A1 UIEE-300S o
zend e-rnadl to Margaret,
D. Pagani@ s xon.
Thank wu for your
interestin Aocial Fecurimg



MEET A
BENEFICIARY

ace Eelley

Aocial Fecurity sumiwors benefits
hae helped many people st on
with their lives after the losz of 3
lned one, An examaple that
grikes close to horme 1= Grace

PROFILE ON
WORLD CLASS
SERYICE

Foers dusy Socal Semedip
moekes o S forotoe t beo-

pie’s Boes, The folnusny 2k

ey, received by Civel A the perzon that [ as try
Foalrem, who woks of Hu N o getin comtact wath,
Socul Semethp effice wu would foryard oy let
Jucksomenlie, Flu., f o des ter to that persn. That
person was oy father.

o soaarbie of e dedionkon
i @ s iR et Sog ol

Secaniiy e brpees show 'ElET:'hE'nE from mlkimg

thetr dithp vk, with wu, I rememnber wur
last words were "TEF Y0UT

Dear Mre, Coulson, FIND ¥OUR. FATHER

[ recentdy =ntwualeter  WoOULD ¥OU LET ME

asking wou to forwerd &

letter to & Trisang person
who I hasen't seen ance

oy barth, T also talked mo

o mEr the telephone,
butl didn't know what
questons o ade wu, o
told e what informabon
wou could about & rassm
person, and wou also
acdhized me what informa-
fon you couldn't ell
Aoy, wou told me that
if vou found the addre= of

Before [ hune up the

EFTCWL" Well sues what
Wiy father, after 41 wars of
searching called me. We
tallred and cried and

Weirner Eelley Zhe can personadly
attest to the wlue of Social
Security suryhers benefits,

The death of her husband mn
amokorowle accident nine pears
aro left Crace a widow with two
children, wonderine hony she and
her family would manaze. Her
brother-in-law helped her apply
for Social Security manivors ben-
efitz. Atthe dme, Grace was
amazed thatshe and her chil
dren were enttled to roonthly
checks based on her
husband's yorl
and earmings.
Her older
som, Todd,

becanse

mlked and cried for bywo
hours. And whale I am
prpine this lether topoa I
arn shll cryme. Wiy father
zad he didn't e up on
me, that he had besn
locking for e, too. He
=1d he wonld ymich wllk

he was turming aze 18, could
receive benefitz only for & short
iroe, while benefits for Crace
and her wuncer som, Josh,
contanued. The monthly Social

Security income paid food and
housshold exrpenses.

With some collere credits
and hrited parttime work expe-
rience, Grace was keenly aware
that any job she macht set would
notmatch what her huskand
had earned. She was also aware
that, because of the earnines
lirnitz on people receivine Social
Security benefitz, full4ime earn-
ings mizht cause her benefits as
armother o stop,

Soshe decided toretirn o
college o complate her
education. Grace and
Todd atended collere
at the same Gme.

Because her benefits

az & rmother would
end when [osh

attained aze 16,

Crace needed to

cormplete all the

credits required for
graduation within

o o ths after
her benefits ceased.
£he had to worl:
diligently to
meet her

shows 1n hopes that he
would s=e me on one of
thern boling for harn.

I adeed hum, '"Taddy

did wou remeraber oy
narne" He mid s, " and
that he had carried me
around all cpr Califormm

ol After oraduating from
college and berinning work,
Crace mwed partof Josh's
suryiver benefits to help with
hizcollegs expen s

Crace iz grateful for the five
wars that mrivors bensfits were
paid on her husband's record.
“Surywrs benefits gape me an
ATATING opporhiniby to change
oy life for the bettar s yell as
gide oy wpo sons' lives in . post
twe, fulfilling direcdon. By giving
1z choiss | the survdvoes prograrm
alloyed three of s o return
rouch more than we ever ook

SevEral years aun, Grace Carnes
to work for Social Security Her
personal experiance adds a spevial
dinension to her work as a claims
represen tative, empacklly when
farnilies apply for soiywors benefits

OO Tew people dpgieciate just
Foow el e S0cial Sacnty
SO s estits Cof B 10
WOLTKY Ramilies. BT hese
ks el he fle —

Pl OF fab e receing
A0S Eaeeris 74 milion

POREr OF Chilcinem rec e\ g
A0S Eeeis 12 milion

Axeretg)e monthhy anett
ot Tor o witl e
raiher of Tt with

TwiD chldien 31,400

Itis a0 imortant o know that

+ approAmataly 1in Sorf
todery's 20 yesr 0l will die
otore: neachireg dge &

+ BOCic] ScLIihy SLROrS
b tits 100 <IN alvied aje
wielgle el with o goouse
A Twio chikiren e
ecdvkent o o S300,000
life irgr<nce folicy.

when | wes & baby
He wll be &0 wars

wung in May of this vear.
Boy, doezhe hae a good
rernory He told e that
I hae four brathers, mpo
Asters, two uncles, three
auntzand a city of mieces




FROTECT YOV Thx REFTND

If your negadly et & ot
refund, but youoye Social
Secrihy roney becsuss you
received roore benefits than
pou should hase, you moay
not g et wour refiund et
year. The Internal Fegenns
Saryice can rednce or with-
hold your federal incorme
et refund o collect the
delinguent dabt. To leep
this frorn happening, you
oAl pay Wour pastdue debt
by credit eard, eseh, checls,
of roney ordsr. To pay by
installrrents | pou rosst moake
arrangemnents yith your
local Social Security office.

KEEP IN MIND

HHEN & KON -(TTIZEN
NEEDS & S0CTAL SECTIRITY
NIMEER

Alenszyith permisgon
frorn the [nrigmbon

and Mamimaleanon Serace
{(IMS) to yorkin the
United States, needa
Hocial Security murnber,
Ao, fedaral layes requirs
that aliens who e 1 the
LT3 bt are not perroithed
o work haoe a Social
Secunby number o be
clarned as a dependant
O & ke rehirn or bo enlist
m the TT.2. milimry sarace.

| CAN'T AFFORD T SAVE™

e Map-fune issue of the
discussed the forst oo
les of the thrae-leaned
siool of yetivement
sithbor s berrions ard
aricle oft SGITHGS FOURGS
outl the series.

Many pzopls =y
they can't afford
tosaye. Im today's
world, vou o't
afford mol
to saye.
Mo
ToEttar
hoomr
Littls woua
23TTE, YO

should pag

fer dollarz az
mAngs sach
month Therz ars
atlaast tyro good
TERsons to doso.

+ Acdhvanced
medical sechmeology
means longer ife
SPans.

Lif'z sxpectaney
beyvond retiram ot mowr

rangas betyraen 20 and
30 vaars. Most analysts

State and local haws,
conforring wth federal
law, Toay require a Sockl
Hecurity number o
transact buanes: mlated
ho tes, gemeral poble
asasknoee, a drher's
licens, or regisrabon of
a motor yehacle. Find ot
how to get the Social
Secunby card wou need by
calling 1300 TR-1214,

and nephews, | gooke
briefly vath moy baby
brother. All of therm
zud they knew about e
and were lookine for
me. S0 roach for that.

Mirz. Coulson, [
want o thank yoa for

project that workars
nzzd to mye 18 par-

cant of thelr saroings

to live comnfortably

throughout retirzment.
Whal = vounger workers

will not baoin woth s
s=oangs rata this hagh,
they showuld strivs to
rzach thas ficnar = well

bafora the snd of their

mking the gros bo
search for oy father,
and then forward oy
lettar to hara for moe.
“ou reallycan't tell by
thi letter how roach I
really appreciate what
wu've done for e,
how wou made oy life
change s suddanly by
forwarding oy letter o
oy father. Wou chanced
has Iife 2z well. My
father 1= under doctor's
care at the moment, I
don't knowwhen I yall
be able to see hum 1n
person, but I pray that
Crod wall provade 2 way
Aoman, thank wou =0
moach, and may God
bless o,

T e difully,

Mame ik ]

CAT2ars.

* Many amployvers no
longer offer pension
plans.
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Mo longer oo
workars depand
o amaplovers to
proads one thard of
tha amount neadad for
a cornfortabls ratirs-

mant. Neny ars oet-

ting ot of the buaness

of company pensions,
and ancolrasing

sraplovess to maks up
tha differancs yuth =

ings. Right moyg three
quartars of tha workers

it larse bunneszes haye

sraplover-providad
P ETE sl OnS, ©OTnpar ad

S0l Sty redonds
alfe ket conidental, kb
ureler cerfdin circam-
staAnces, SOckl Sec Ty wil
Fik WO gt needed infor-
MEtian 10 & Mishng prarson
Eoy TOrwareling our lefter to
it parson, Social Seciriy
TOrwArcds L0t 1 000 letears
eqch weer, al of hiam in
STRINOrS whsne e mising
fonld SO DU T T e
e imformneAtion Contained
imn e e tier.

hlissinyg) psrsors ey
regoaned 10 4 kether for o
cornpaling HUmanitaian
ar INanckl Teckon.

Amnorg] e Dumenitar
i Fes0rs ol e et
& IS fakitive 01 1he miss-
Mg e 5on & serioEyil, 9

to only one-quartar of
yorksrs in smosll
busin eszes.

When you sz your
SAnSs bagln 1o gTowy
vouu'll yeot to add
mor e, cormplating your

thraadegsrad stool
of support.

o T * u
% i i
i g o
) ' ] T ’
e oY

FAST BACT

Abouat B0 rillion
pezopls call Boaal
Bzourity's mationwids
toll- fras zarpes sach
T2RT.

GG i5 LTt Wi TR0 arerial
Celes O, <48 i s colsa, o
Child wighes 1o ook o
frthant wihn PR e miss-
iTey TO0 ATy eers, A,
TG Te 50 SO
Tt the: migsing fersonis
<A Fiesr rearmed in wil ar
FS s o] Eene-
Tits by the court.

S0l Sacrity oy
Mot e Feirg e 0 Torwdnd <
letter 101 Drmritaicn g -
s, U dioes cherge 53
T TOrweared < kethar irnaohire
Tecss,

The ferson wishing o
v o letter Marwer e
it B clbcdes 10 gk S0k
Sac Ity enoLk o
fion kot the missing e -
80N 10 conduct the sadnh.

ONE-STOP
SHOPPING FOR
FEDERAL AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENTAL
SERVICES

oing fromnples tophe: o mlke
cmre of briness during the day
omn be coroplicated and tinee
comeurodng. That's why it's good
bo koo that the Social Securnty
AAroings ration is one of the
SORRTTIrENE Agenciz: o of Br
saryices with fust ome shop in
Alsnts, G, site of the 1T 5.
General Stors for Sooell Busdness.

The store, located at 675 Ponce
da Leon Ayenue in At Cin
Hall East, c=kbratad its grand
opzning in Juna. Itis the sacond
ach shore of it kind created by
faderal agencis: in coordination
with the Federal Executise Board
and tha Mational Performoemes
Fayiaw. The first opened in Juy
1995 in Hons tom, Taims.

ghirky & Chatar, Cornrkdones
of Socdal Securiy, 2t tha wons at
the rbbom-cuting cerarnomy as she
mid, "Today, we're not just cuting
the rad ribbon; we're cuttding e
rad mpe. 'R geting syerponz
togre ther in oma locadom resdy o
nzed. Mo longer do you nead to
racz frorn onz office o getinformoee
Hom on your Sociad Secrity pag
rrent bo smother for help pith your
Intermml Beyenne Seryice formo
Hars, there is » tesmn of sxparts
ready o belp pou T like tocallit
Cme-Stop Shopping — becanes just
likz the General Storm ofold, sene
thing you nead & right here. And
becanme of this wnig e and s ting
appromch, working o serye o,
and not et hare st the Genzml
Shors, bt throughont gogernrent,
we arz all pirmas."

Croes-rRinad cishoIer saryics
represenmbies are chilled in
ANFWRTing questions, cornplating
ranmcions and resolying
problerce. Al soryices ars fras,
including thoes fromn Social
Sammity b Socdal Secudy reprasn
tkiRe ATEWers genaral quasions,
25 Up appoinorents , and ofer
aother Social Security saryices.

The laponst resamnbles 2 bank,
pith countars for general seryices
and decls for roors specalisd
sesistance, Fiocks prosiding
sketroni infrroation snd
ran=cHon seryices ars also awedl-
able. The sior prosides ona-shop
QORETTICENE saryices o budnessss,
rnging from sesdstance in coroply-
ing pith eglations snd soling
tez problere to obmining keame
fior yonar b,
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SOMRL VECTRITE

FLANMING PR TOMORROW

L free natomyids aklie
broadoast sntitled "Social
Sacrrity Flanming for
Toroorroy” will ke aired
Saptarober 18 (frorn 1-3 pro
EDT) for the nation's
ernployar and eroployes:,
Thi lige, interac e broad
ot will be packed with
walmbls irforreation workss
nzed o koow ss they plan
Viewers will learn that Zocial
Sacmrityis roors than &
rabirernent prograro It also
provides disability and s
yiwor banefits that protect
prorkars (and their fadlis:)
froroloss of incoroe i they
beoorie disbld or dis
bexfiore retiring.

Thes are the stellite
coomdmates: KIT Band -
Talstar 401, 97 Dagres Hest,
Trnzpondar K11 Full,
Doymlink Freq uency 12040
MHz, hodic 6.2/68; © Band
Taletar 402, B3 Dragres Tt
Trn:zpondsr B Horhon =,
Dopmbink Freq uency 3860
MH3, fudio 5.2/68.

If your dom't bevye aoem s
bo & smtallita me tpark, you
reey find one st youar public
library, loosd collage, or
another ernployer's fedliy in
POUT ArER

For roors inforrombion,
wike to: ookl Security
Adreiristration, "Flanming for
Toroorroyw,” Foorn 100,

Armax Bralding, Baltiroors, M

21235, Or you Toey Access
oiar Internat Horee Fage at
bueepe S ssacgon,

S

Focial S curity Admn s m om
Faa Fubbcation Mo, 0510110

HEM BENEFICIARTES T BE:
BRI B NIEECT DEPISIT

Faople who pln to apply for
Social Security benefits il
b their rnonthly tensfr
paoyrren b daposited into thedr
bank scoomnt.

Beginriny July 26, 1096,
anyone who begin: meefing
a federal proyTrant rosst 1w
directdaposit. That includes
anwonz who moeives a bensft
pryrrem t, fadersl weus, salary,
oF T2 Hrarrent paaTrent, or
yandor and sxpenss raim-
buzsarcent payrrent. Thiz
includes new Sockd Sty
beneficiarias. Paopla adrasdy
om the Zock] oy and
Sipplarren bl Szoumny
Incorne (3510 mlls who gat
chacks pdll contmiz to be
paid by check for the praseor.
HAl:o, naw benaficiariz: who
don'thase & bank scoomt
will be paid by checl.

FART AT

Mo, Social Security pay-
reent: can be romds bo T2
cithens who are I, or moowve
to, Fussi. This was not
possibla befors.

SAUCIHL SECURIY MU ETHMS N
OFFICE OF COM UNICAT IO S
4+.H10 WEST HksH RISE
EALTHORE WD 21225

OFFECIBLEUSHESS

FEMALTY FOR PRMATE USE, F200

EnSTERN ETROFEAN JEW

BEENEFIT FROM A GHEEMERT
Thowsands of aldarly
Garmoem-spaaking Jaws who
sattlad in the United Skt
after fesing their Magiooos
pizd horelsnd: in Fastem
Europe are now sligibls for
GarToan Socinl Securiy ben-
afits, This cores as the
reultofanew T 2- Germen
agTaarrent.

Toapply, combet the
Tizarest GaITran conslte,

Yo IoGy raq uest Ioors
irforreation fromn the
Comulate or write ho: Social
Seonmity Adreinitration,
Office of IntermmboTml
Foliey PO, Bosr 17M
Baltiroors, MD 21235,
O wou Towy access the
Siocial Sacrity
Adreinis ratiom's
Intzrnzt Horee Page &t
bueepe Frpms s gion

HITIES FORSTEPCHILDEER

bz the resaltofanew law, &
stepehild com ez benefits
O 3 SheppaTsnts samings
revord only if the child dapend:
on the stepparent for at least
cnzbalf of his or her financial
mpport. The ey hayako
requires that tha stapehild's
beemefits emd if the ¢ tepparent
Feecamrres diworeed forn the
childs pamntafter Jume 30,
1996, The ckild': benefit
terrodnatz I fhe oo b Bl
ing tha roomth the divorce
Feecorre: fitml The disoms
ookt be reportad o Soedal
Sacmrity s 3000 3 it berormes

firml

[ALL T

For roore inforrmation abant
Soodal Security, call cur tall-
frze arober 1-00CF22-1213.
Yo ooy oadl this marnber to
e uast 3 Pamoml Earnings
and Banefit Esdroa e
Sratarcent (220008 which
STes A & Hroate of wour
Socdal Security benefit based
on yourr Lifetinee esrnings; b0
re uast publicatbions pou ey
n=ad; o apply for A newor
raphesrnent Social Sacurity
omrd; ho yerify the aroonmtof
Social Secmrity benafits o
raczive each oonth and for
other mquests. The best
tirres bo call ars late o the
wezk snd roomth

FIRST CLASS MAlL
POSTASE S D FEES PAID

Foclal SECURMY o0 M ISTRATICN

FEFRMIT MO, i511

FERST LALASTRS




